DEVI ATHARVASHIRSHA
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Devi Atharvashirsha

This sukta is considered to be very important in Atharva-Veda. In reality it is
borrowed from Rig-Veda, the mantras 1 to 8 of 125" sukta of 10" Adhyaya
of the 10 Mandala. Devi Atharvashirsha is a link between philosophy
(Darshana) and techniques (Tantra).

It is a tradition to recite it before Durga Saptashati.

sridevyatharvasirsam

Um sarve vai deva devimupatasthuh kasi tvam mahadeviti l111]

All the Gods, going near the Goddess, asked "who are you, Oh mighty
Goddess?"

sabravit- aham brahmasvarupini | mattah prakrtipurusatmakam jagat |
$linyam castinyam ca 121l

She said: I am an aspect of Brahma. From me this Universe, in form of
Prakriti and Purusha, is generated; which is both void and non-void.
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veditavye | aham pafcabhiitanyapaficabhutani | ahamakhilam jagat 11311

I am both bliss and non-bliss. I am knowledge and non-knowledge. I am
Brahma and non-Brahma (the non-manifest state called Abrahma). I am the
five primordial principles and non-principles. I am the whole perceived
Universe.

vedo hamavedo ham| vidyahamavidyaham| ajaghamanajaham |
adhascordhvam ca tiryakcaham 14l

I am Veda (knowledge about Brahma) and non-knowledge. I am learning
and ignorance. I am unborn and also born. I am up, down and in the
middle.

aham rudrebhirvasubhiscarami | ahamadityairuta visvadevaih |
aham mitravarunavubhau bibharmi | ahamindragni ahamasvinavubhau 1151l

I move about in form of Rudra and Vasu. I move about as Aditya and all the
Gods. I sustain Mitra, Varuna, Indra, Agni and both the Ashvinas.

aham somam tvastaram pusanam bhagam dadhamil aham
visnumurukramam brahmanamuta prajapatim dadhami 16|

In me there are Soma, Tvasta, Pusha and Bhaga. In me there are Vishnu
with wide footsteps, Brahma and Prajapati.

aham dadhami dravinam havismate supravye u yajamanaya sunvate |
aham rastri sangamani vastinam cikitusi prathama yajiiyanam |
aham suve pitaramasya murdhanmama yonirapsvantah samudre |
ya evam ved| sa devim sampadamapnoti 17|

I bring Wealth with Havi (oblation) to that man who offers the best Havi to
Gods and consecrates Soma. I am the Empress of this whole Universe. I
give wealth to worshippers. I am the observer and the first amongst those
worth worshipping. I create on myself (as basis of all) the primordial
elements. My abode is in the waters of Samudra (the ocean of
consciousness). One who knows this obtains divine wealth.



te deva abruvan-
namo devyai mahadevyai Sivayai satatam namah |

namah prakrtyai bhadrayai niyatah pranatah sma tam 118l

Then the Gods said: Salutations to the Goddess, the Great Goddess.
Salutations always to the goddess who is beneficial to all. Salutations to the
goddess who is the Nature and is graceful. We, followers of rules, pay our
respects to Her.

tamagnivarnam tapasa jvalantim vairocanim karmaphalesu justam |
durgam devim Saranam prapadyamahe surannasayitryai te namah 1191|

Salutations to You, with color of Agni, shining with knowledge, bright, being
worshipped to obtain fruits of actions, we are in her refuge. Oh Devi,
destroyer of evil, salutations to You.

devim vacamajanayanta devastam visvarlipah pasavo vadanti
sa nho mandresamurjam duhana dhenurvagasmanupa sustutaitull101|

The Gods created the shining Vak (Goddess of speech), which is spoken by
animals of all types. She gives food, all kinds of perceptions, intelligence,
pleasure, bliss and strength. Let Vak be satisfied by our prayers and come
near us.

kalaratrim brahmastutam vaisnavim skandamataram |
sarasvatimaditim daksaduhitaram namamah pavanam Sivam 1111l

To Kalaratri (the Dark Night), to the power of Vishnu, prayed by Vedas, to
the mother of Skanda (Parvati), to Sarasvati (power of Brahma), to the
mother of gods Aditi, to the daughter of Daksha (Sati), to the destroyer of
sins, to the beneficial Bhagvati, we convey our salutations.

mahalaksmyai ca vidmahe sarvasaktyai ca dhimahi |
tanno devi pracodayat 1121l

We know the Mahalakshmi and meditate on Her, the all-powerful one. May
that Goddess direct us in correct direction.



aditirhyajanista daksa ya duhita tava
tam deva anvajayanta bhadra amrtabandhavah 1113 |

Oh Daksha, your daughter Aditi gave birth to immortal Gods, worth praying.

kamo yonih kamala vajrapanirguha hasa matariSvabhramindrah |
punarguha sakala mayaya ca puriicyaisa viSvamatadividyom 11141l

Now is illustrated the highly secretive Shrividya Panchadashi Mahamantra, a
15 lettered mantra. The mantra gives the following letters for meditation:
ka-e-I-la-hrim, ha-sa-ka-ha-la-hrim, sa-ka-la-hrim. These are the root
knowledge about the Mother of the universe.

This is a very important mantra for Tantra but has to be learnt from a guru.

esatmasaktih | esa visvamohini | pasankusadhanurbanadhara | esa
$rimahavidya |
ya evam veda sa Sokam tarati 11151l

She is the power of Paramatma. She is the one to bewitch all. She shines
with noose, goad, bow and arrows in her hands. She is Shri MahaVidya. One
who knows this well overcomes sadness.

namaste astu bhagavati matarasman pahi sarvatah 11161l

Oh Bhagavati, salutations to You. Oh Mother, protect us in all ways.

saisastau vasavah| saisaikadasarudrah | saisa dvadasadityah | saisa
viSvedevah somapa asomapasca |
saisa yatudhana asura raksamsi pisaca yaksah siddhah |
saisa sattvarajastamamsi | saisa brahmavisnurudrartpini| saisa
prajapatindramanavah |
saisa grahanaksatrajyotimsi | kala kasthadikalartpinil tamaham pranaumi
nityam |
papaharinim devim bhuktimuktipradayinim |
anantam vijayam suddham $aranyam Sivadam sivam 117l

She is the eight Vasus. She is the eleven Rudras. She is the twelve Adityas.
She is the all the Gods, drinking Soma or non-drinking. She is Yatudhan,
Rakshashas, Asuras, Pishachas, Yakshas and Siddhas (kinds of demonic or



malicious beings). She is Satva, Rajas and Tamas. She is Brahma, Vishnu
and Rudra. She is Prajapati, Indra and Manu. She is the planets, stars and
constellations. She is various measures of Time. She is destroyer of sins,
giver of both enjoyment and Moksha, without end, giving victory over
distractions of Samsara, pure, worth taking refuge, giver of peace, peace
personified, we pray to Her.

viyadikarasamyuktam vitihotrasamanvitam |
ardhendulasitam devya bijam sarvarthasadhakam [118I

evamekaksaram brahma yatayah suddhacetasah
dhyayanti paramanandamaya jnanamburasayah 11191|

Akash means Aa, with /7 syllable, Agni ra, am is the Bijamantra for the
Goddess (so Arim is formed). This mantra is able to satisfy all desires. Those
Yogis whose mind is pure, meditate on this one syllable Brahma, they are
having extreme happiness and like an ocean of knowledge.

vanmaya brahmasustasmat sastham vaktrasamanvitam
suryo vamasrotrabindusamyuktastattrtiyakah |
narayanena sammisro vayuscadharayuk tatah

vicce navarnako rnah syanmahadanandadayakah 11201|

Vak aim, Maya hrim, Brahma or Kama k/im, the sixth consonant ca with
Vaktra g, Surya ma, the right ear v, and Bindu am, the third from £ (g), with
Narayana &, Vayu ya, with lips @/ and at the end vicce (so aim hrim klim
chamundaye vicce is formed). This navarna (nine-lettered) mantra gives
pleasure, bliss, and nearness the meditator to Brahman.

om - The Pranava Mantra represents the Nirguna Brahman, the infinite beyond conception.

aim - The Vak beeja, the seed sound of Mahasarasvati. The knowledge that is
consciousness. Creation, rajo guna, the energy of desire.

hrim - The Maya beeja, the sound of Mahalakshmi. The all pervasive existence.
Preservation, sattva guna, energy of action.

klim - The Kama beeja, the seed sound of Mahakali. The all consuming delight.
Destruction, tamo guna, energy of wisdom.

camunda - The slayer of the demons Chanda and Munda, of passion and anger.
yai - the grantor of boons.

vicce - in the body of knowledge, in the perception of consciousness.



hrtpundarikamadhyastham pratah suryasamaprabham
pasankusadharam saumyam varadabhayahastakam |

trinetram raktavasanam bhaktakamadugham bhaje 11211]

I worship the Goddess staying in the middle of my Self (or mind), bright as
the morning Sun, who is holding Pasha and Ankusha in her hands, with
beautiful looks, with the hand in Varad (blessing) and Abhaya (protecting)
mudra, with three eyes, with red cloths and who satisfies the desires of her
worshippers.

namami tvam mahadevim mahabhayavinasinim |
mahadurgaprasamanim mahakarunyarapinim 1221|

I offer salutations to the Goddess who destroys fearsome troubles, who
eliminates obstacles and who is the personification of compassion.

yasyah svarupam brahmadayo na jananti tasmaducyate ajneya |
yasya anto na labhyate tasmaducyate ananta | yasya laksyam nopalaksyate
tasmaducyate alaksya |
yasya jananam nopalabhyate tasmaducyate aja | ekaiva sarvatra vartate
tasmaducyate eka |
ekaiva visvaripini tasmaducyate naika | ata evocyate
ajieyanantalaksyajaika naiketi 11231l

Even Brahma and the other Devas do not know her real form, so she is
called Ajfieya. We do not find its limit, so she is called Ananta. We can not
find the meaning, so she is called Alakshya. Her birth is not known, so she is
called Aja. She is found everywhere, so she is called Eka, the One. She has
taken up all the various forms, so she is called Naika. Because of this she is
called these various names.

mantranam matrka devi Sabdanam jfianardpini |
jAiananam cinmayatita stinyanam stinyasaksini |
yasyah parataram nasti saisa durga prakirtita 1124 1|

Amongst the mantras She is the original sounds, in the words She is the
essence of knowledge. Amongst the knowledge She is beyond what is
comprehensible by analysis and by deep meditation, She is the witness to
that state. She is well known as Durga, there is nothing better than her.



tam durgam durgamam devim duracaravighatinim |
namami bhavabhito ham samsararnavatarinim 1125l

I, afraid of the Samsara, offer my salutations to Durga, difficult to know,
destroyer of sins and pilot while crossing this sea of Samsara.

idamatharvasirsam yo dhite sa paficatharvasirsajapaphalamapnoti |
idamatharvasirsamaijfiatva yo rcam sthapayati Satalaksam prajaptva pi
so rcasiddhim na vindati |
$atamastottaram casya purascaryavidhih smrtah |
dasavaram pathedyastu sadyah papaih pramucyate |
mahadurgani tarati mahadevyah prasadatah 11261|

One who studies this Atharvashirsha gets credit for reciting it five times.
One who establishes and worships an image without knowing this
Atharvashirsha will not get any benefit, even if does 100,000 recitations.
Repeat this 108 times, that is the method of Purascharana. Even repeating
ten times makes him free of sins due to the grace of Mahadevi.

sayamadhiyano divasakrtam papam nasayati|prataradhiyano ratrikrtam
papam nasayati |
sayam pratah prayufijano apapo bhavatilnisithe turiyasandhyayam japtva
vaksiddhirbhavati |
ndtanayam pratimayam japtva devatasannidhyam bhavati |
pranapratisthayam japtva prananam pratistha bhavati |
bhaumasvinyam mahadevisannidhau japtva mahamrtyum tarati |
sa mahamrtyum tarati ya evam ved| ityupanisat 1127

By Shri Devi's grace, one escapes from the greatest of difficulties. By
chanting this hymn in the evening, one gets rid of the sins committed during
the day. By chanting this hymn in the morning, one gets rid of the sins
committed during the previous night. By using this hymn in the morning and
evening (everyday) one becomes free from all sins. By chanting this during
the Turiya Sandhya (midnight when Turiya meets Turiyatita), one gets Vak
Siddhi (power of speech). By chanting this hymn, Devata Sannidhya
(presence of divinity) is accomplished in a new idol. By chanting this mantra
during yoga one escapes from the great death. In this way this Upanishad is
the dead of ignorance.



