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Keelakam Stotram

Rishi Markandeya tells his disciples in 16 Slokas the ways to remove the
obstacles faced by devotees while reading Devi Mahatmya. Reading of
Keelakam brings blessings of the Devi, spiritual harmony, peace of mind and
success.

atha kilakam stotram

om asya $ri kilaka stotra maha mantrasya | Siva rsih | anustup chandah |
mahasarasvati devata | mantrodita devyo bijam |
navarno mantrasakti | $ri sapta Sati mantra statvam sri jagadamba
prityarthe saptasati pathangatvena jape viniyogah |

Of this Keelakam Stotram, Lord Shiva is the Rishi, Anushtup (eight syllables
in a pada) is the meter, Mahasarasvati is the deity and it is recited for the
love of Shri Jagadamba as a part of Durga Saptashati.

om namascandikayai

markandeya uvaca

om visuddha jhanadehaya trivedi divyacaksuse |
Sreyah prapti nimittaya namah somartha dharine 11l

Salutations to Shri Chandika!
The sage sayd:

Om, I bow with respect to the greatest Lord, who has three eyes and who
wears the crescent. Whose knowledge encompasses the wisdom of the
Vedas and whose pure devotion lead to the ultimate bliss.

sarvameta dvijantyanmantranapi kilakam |
so'pi ksemamavapnoti satatam japya tatparah 1121l

Anyone who understands the Key (Keelakam means the nail which holds the
cart and the wheel together, in this context is the key that unlocks the
secrets of the Devi Mahatmya) to the mantras of the Devi Mahatmya and
recites them with constant intent attains complete success and full peace.



siddhyantuccatanadini karmani sakalanyapi |
etena stuvatam devim stotravrndena bhaktitah 113l

Those who praise the Devi by reciting or singing these mantras, shall
certainly succeed in thwarting every single adversity (whether external or
internal, and whether physical, mental, or spiritual) and in achieving the
highest realizations.

na mantro nausadham tasya na kifci dapi vidhyate |
vina japyam na siddhyettu sarva muccatanadikam 1141l

Those who praise the Devi by reciting or singing these mantras need no
other mantras or medicine, or anything else and will realize all their needs.

samagranyapi setsyanti lokasajiika mimam harah |
krtva nimantrayamasa sarva meva midam subham II5|

Those who praise the Devi by reciting or singing these mantras find the
greatest relief from every doubt in the world and are filled with perfect bliss.

stotramvai candikayastu tacca guhyam cakara sah |
samapnoti sapunyena tam yathavannimantranam 16|

There is no end to the blessings that can be received by the Devi
Mahatmya. The secret is that it must be offered to the Devi with the utmost
devotional focus so that She will be pleased and will accept it.

sopi'ksema mavapnoti sarva meva na samsayah |
krsnayam va caturdasyam astamyam va samahitah 1171l

Without any doubt, who recites those mantras with full concentration, and
especially on the fourteenth or eighth day after the new moon (Krishna
Chathurdasi or Krishna Ashtami), attains bliss.

dadati pratigrhnati nanya thaisa prasidati |
ittham rupena kilena mahadevena kilitam| 18]I



The one Key of the Great God (Shiva) is that devotion alone brings Her
grace. As one gives, so in return does one receive, and by no other means
is She pleased.

yo niskilam vidhayainam candim japati nitya $ah |

sa siddhah sa ganah so'tha gandharvo jayate dhruvam 1191|

Whoever constantly recites the Devi Mahatmya using the Key, surely
becomes perfect, a divine attendant, even a celestial singer.

na caiva patavam tasya bhayam kvapi na jayate |
napa mrtyu vasam yati mrteca moksamapnuyat 11101l

Wherever such a person goes, he is free from all danger and fear. Such a
person is not subject to untimely death, and when the death of his body
does come, then he is surely saved, attaining full liberation.

jiatvaprarabhya kurvita hyakurvano vinasyati |
tato jiatvaiva sampiirnam idam prarabhyate budhaih 11111l

Now, knowing all this, one must begin and continue to practice it. By not
doing so, even the gift of understanding will perish. The wise ones devote
themselves to what brings complete fulfillment.

saubhagyadica yatkificid dréyate lalanajane |
tatsarvam tatprasadena tena japyamidam subham 112l

All felicities, beatitudes, and other auspicious qualities formed in femininity
come about through the grace of the Goddess. Therefore, one should recite
with devotion the Devi Mahatmya.

$anaistu japyamane'smin stotre sampattiruccakaih|

bhavatyeva samagrapi tatah prarabhyamevatat [1131|

Even when that scripture is recited softly, its success is resounding. For
complete fulfillment, one must proceed.



aiSvaryam tatprasadena saubhagyarogyamevacah |
$atruhanih paro moksah stiiyate sana kim janai 11141l

When the blessing of the Supreme Sovereign, through Her grace, is welfare,
health, fulfillment, the destruction of all enmity, and supreme liberation,
why should anyone not praise Her so?

candikam hrdayenapi yah smaret satatam narah |
hrdyam kamamavapnoti hrdi devi sada vaset 1115I

agrato'mum mahadeva krtam kilakavaranam |

niskilafica tatha krtva pathitavyam samahitaih 11161

Il iti $r1 bhagavati kilaka stotram samaptam ||

Here ends the Keelakam Stotram of the Devi.



