Tantroktam Ratri Suktam
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Praise of the Goddess Night revealed in the Tantra. From the Devi Mahatmya
(Markendeya Purana).

Tantroktam Ratri Suktam is recited before starting Durga Saptashati Patha. Brahma is
asking Goddess to wake up Vishnu and ask him to kill the dangerous demons Madhu
and Kaitabha.

om visvesvarim jagadhatrim sthitisamharakarinim |
nidram bhagavatim visnoratulam tejasah prabhuh ||1]|

Brahma started praising Goddess Nidradevi (Goddess of Sleep):
You are having the power of creation, protection and destruction which is an auspicious
power of Vishnu.



brahmovaca
tvam svaha tvam svadha tvam hi vasatkarah svaratmika |
sudha tvamaksare nitye tridha matratmika sthita | |2||

Brahma said:
O Goddess! You are Swaha (oblation), Swadha (protection) and Vashatkara (the
personification of Vedic sacrifice).
The seven swaras (7 musical tunes/notes) are also created by You or are of your-form.
You are bestowing life to the people. You are present in the Omkar in the form of three
matras (letters A, U and M).

ardhamatrasthita nitya yanuccarya visesatah |
tvameva sandhya savitri tvam devi janani para ||3||

You are also present in the half matra (half letter or bindu) which is never uttered.
You are Sandhya (Goddess of evening), Savitri (Goddess of morning) and mother of
living creation.

tvayai tadharyate viSvam tvayai tat srjyate jagat |
tvayaitat palyate devi tvamatsyante ca sarvada ||4]|

O Goddess! You are supporting this universe, you create this world and You sustain this
world.
At the end of the universe, You absorb everything in yourself.

visrstau srsti rlipa tvam sthiti rupa ca palane|
tatha samhrti rupante jagato’sya jaganmaye ||5]|

O Goddess! At the time of generation of this World you are Srushti (the creation),
while the world continues to exist you are Sthiti (the stability), and at the time of
Dissolution you are Sambhriti (the destroyer).

mahavidya mahamaya mahamedha mahasmrtih |
mahamoha ca bhavati mahadevi mahasuri ||6]|

O Goddess! You are Mahavidya (Goddess of knowledge), Mahamaya (Goddess of
illusion), Mahamedha (Goddess of intelligence),
Mahasmruti (Goddess of memory), Mahamoharupa (Goddess of temptation), Mahadevi
and Mahsuri (Leader of Goddess).



prakrtis tvam ca sarvasya guna traya vibhavini |
kalaratrir maharatrir moharatrisca daruna ||7||

You are the creator of three gunas (Satva, Raja and Tama) in the mind of the people.
You are dangerous Kala Ratri, Maha Ratri and Moha Ratri.

tvam $ris tvam 1$vari tvam hristvam buddhir bodha laksana |
lajja pustistatha tustis tvam $antih ksantireva ca ||8||

O Goddess! You are Shree, You are Ishwari, You are Hri and you are Budhi
(intelligence).
You are Lajja (modesty), Pushti (sustenance), Tushti (satisfaction), Shanti (peace) and
Kshama (mercy).

khangint stlint ghora gadini cakrini tatha |
Sankhint capini bana bhusundi paridhayudha |[9]]

O Goddess! You are Khadgadharani (weapon), Shooladharani (weapon) and Ghorarupa
(terrific look).
You hold Gada, Chakra, Shanka and Bow in your hands. Arrows, Brushundi and Parigha
are also your weapons.

saumya saumya tara Sesa saumyebhyastvati sundart |
paraparanam parama tvameva paramesvari |[10]|

You are most gentle amongst all the gentle and you are also most beautiful amongst all
the beautiful.
You are Parameshvari, the Supreme Goddess, beyond the things near and far.

yacca kimcit kvacivastu sadasadvakhilatmike |
tasya sarvasya ya Saktih sa tvam kim stiyase tada ||11]]

O Goddess! You are in every form, sat (good) or asat (bad). Hence it is impossible to
praise you.

yaya tvaya jagatstrasta jagatpatyatti yo jagat |
so pi nidravasam nitah kastvam stotumihesvarah |[12]|

O Goddess! You have made Creator, Protector and Destroyer of the people and world
(Vishnu) to sleep.
Hence nobody other than Vishnu is able to praise you.



visnuh $ariragrahanamisana eva ca |
karitaste yato tastvam kah stotum $aktiman bhavet ||13]|

O Goddess! You have given a body to me (Brahma), Vishnu and Shiva, so who has the
ability to praise you?
sa tvamittham prabhavaih svairudarairdevi samstuta |
mohayaitau duradharsavasurau madhukaitabhau ||14]|
O Goddess! You are praise worthy for your kindness. Madhu and Kaitabha are two very

dangerous demons.
Please create some kind of affection in their minds.

prabodham ca jagatsvami niyatamacyuto lagu |
bodhasca kriyatamasya hamtumetau mahasurau ||15]|
15. Please wake up God Vishnu and create desire in his mind to destroy these two
demons.
iti tamtroktam ratrisuktam samptrnam

Here completes Tantroktam Ratri Suktam.



