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~ In this harmonious blending of different courses and processes each has an

"~ INTRODUCTION.
By

( Shrimat Svami Bhairabz’inanda)

AY

THE present volume called “Shafaratna Samgraka” or the collection of

\' a hundred gems is an authoritative collection of ancient Agama scriptures on
© Shaiva doctrine, This famous book was compiled with a commentary by Shrimat

. Umipati Shivacharyya, a renowned teacher of Shaiva philosophy of his time.
A very little account can be given of this great preceptor, He flourished in

- Southern India at the close of the Thirteenth Century and the early years
~of the Fourteenth Century. He was the founder of the famous Chiddmbar
- Math and the images of Chidambaresvara-and Kamesvari, the presiding deities

'1 of the great temple, were installed by him. He was the author of various works
. including eight books on Shaiva Siddhanta Shastras written in Tamil,

The Skataratna Samgraka was hitherto unpublished. So its teachings were

so long confined within a limited circle of devoted Shaivas, Its lofty and .

sublime ideals and its excellent exposition of the Shaiva doctrine attiggted the
attention of some of the members of the Agamanusandhana Samiti, which has
therefore undertaken the publication of this valuable work. This volume deals in
a masterly way with the Shaiva philosophy and its underlying ethics and religion,
It also attempts to harmonise the different ideals of self realisation and to
restrain their extravagance. Intellectual apprehension of the tattvas, strenuous
self-sacrifice, unflinching devotion to Shastras and their teachings, ceremonial
observances, rituals and yotigik practices, are all regarded as effective methods of
approach to Shiva ( The Supreme Self ). The commentary in the gbook
expounds them all and describes the exact value and grade of each of ?:em.
This treatise has very successfully attempted to bring the different grades of
 liberation into harmony ‘with one another. It has been laid down that -
disinterested doings, combined with fervent devc'ion to religion, help, to punfy

the mind. Only a mind free from vice and virtue alike can only concentrate ,

on the Absolute, through the grace of whose Anugraha Shakti ( gracious
revelation ) the fivefold bondages of Mayi are completely disentangled and
the true nature of self dawns of itself. The indication and introduction of
different paths in the form of various processes of experience and knowledge
(Jidna ) and Diksha ( Initiation ) are thus conducive to a. gradual growth
and development of a Divine State and ultimate realisation of Shiva
( The Supreme Self ).

,% important function to perform, but the greatest importance has been attached to
]nina ( KLowledge) and Diksha ( Initiation ). The very first verse of this
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compilation starts with a proposal to explain the processes of knowlecée
and initiation :

Shivam pranamya paramam Nidhane$amatah param ;
Jiana-dikshe pravakshydmi te Shrinudhvam samahitah,

The book has been very appropriately named “Shataraina Samgraha” as
the collection is sure to illumine the minds of the Sadhakas ( devotees) like so
many brilliant gems, throwing a serene light on the path of liberation which
is generally enveloped in the darkness of ignorance. There are also various
directions in this book which, if correctly followed, are sure to help people
to tide over earthly obstructions and to achieve their worldly happiness and
success in life along with an advance in the path of spiritual progress and
self-realisation,

In his exposition Umdpati generally follows the directions of his Guru
Sampradaya (the school of his ewn religious preceptors and the famous
Shaiva preceptors like Sadyojyotihpdda, Ramakantha, Narayanakantha who
were masters of the inner meanings of the various revelations of Shiva made
through his different amnayas (faces). According to the author the true
knowledge was revealed and transmitted to this earth in the following order :—

Shiva to Sadashiva, Saddshiva to Nidhanesha, Nidhanesha to Svayambhii.
From Svayambhii this knowledge was handed over to Sixty Thousand Balakhilya
Rishis who were really competent to receive it for transmission to the ordinary
mortals of this earth according to their individual competency.

The thre= essential categories accepted in this treatise are—
(r) Pashupati ( The Lord of all beings )
(2) Pashus ( Beings in bondage )
(3) Pasha ( Bonds of matter ).
The kinds of evidence upon which the conclusions in this book have been
based have been clearly described in it. It will appear that three kinds of.
37 L;,-E;::ﬂ"r.- 0. ences have generally been admitted. They are—

Carvavat (2) Sheshavat (3) Samidnyatodrishta
oughly to analogy, induction and deduction in European Logic:
- f Shruti, Smriti and Agamas is accepted as unquestionablc and
Jrrefutanie.
The cause of this world, as indeed of every effect, is viewed under three
heads, Nimitta Kairana ( efficient cause ), Upddiana Kairana ( material cause )
and Sahakari Karana ( formal cause ). Pashupati, the Supreme Lord, is the
only efficient cause, Prakriti, His Divine Nature, who is inseparable from Him
is the formal cause and Bindu or Matter is the material cause of this universe.
These three ultimate factors and their relation with one another have been clearly
defined with a special reference to actual visualisation and ultimate realisation
ending in Tattvajiiina or the Knowledge of the True Self which alone leads
to Moksha ( Liberation ), *



iii,

Pashupati or the Lord

i: Pashupati or Shiva, the Supreme Lord, is the only efficient cause of the
P universe with His inherent powers of Drik ( Supreme consciousness ) and Kriya
 (Action) which are the two correlated aspects of His eternal transcendant power.

Drik kriyatmakamaishvaryam yasya tad datrapiirvakam

Ishvarah sotra mantavya Saktidvayayutah prabhuh,

& -verylhing in this universe emanates from Him, He is the Lord over all
 while He Himself knows no Lord. He is in every object of this phenomenal
‘world as the one supreme and omnipresent essential spirit while He Himself
is above Maya in all times and in all circumstances. He is infinite. He always
" franscends the universe. He becomes as Shakti the universe but does not
" cease to be what—He always is, was and will be. It is through the grace of
- His Anugraha Shakti that the devotees attain salvation of different grades

according to their own individual deserts.

.‘;.;,' Though inexpressible in nature, He manifests Himself in “two forms iz,
Chala and Achala—Chala which is ever-changing and Achala which is ever
enduring. The universe with all its aspects taken as a whole may be regarded
as His Chala form, while Drik Shakti and Kriya Shakti, ( His Divine Nature )
represent his Achala or changeless aspect. The Supreme Nishkala or Nirguna
Shiva assumes a creative or immanent aspect from which the universe is born
or manifested. The five functions of Sristi, Sthiti, Laya, Anugraha and
Tirodhana are discharged through His Drik Shakti and Kriyd Shakti. He also

assumes for this purpose five different forms 245, Ishina, Tatpurusha, Aghora,
Vamadeva and Sadyojita. The fol

W ey

lowing is cited from Mrigendra Samhitg ;—
Tadvapuh pafcabhirmantraih pancakrityopayogibhih
Isha-Tatpurushighora Vamajairmastakadikarh,
Though formless in nature, He js all-powerful and is functioning in various
ways and forms, Just as a magnet attracts things though devoid of: any
limb or just as Time, which has 8ot no physical body, produces innumerable
changes in the world phenomena, so does Shiva perform His
functions in an utterly inexplicable manner.
His manifestations assume a threefold form in accordance
- Static, Potential and Kinetic states. The text runs as follows :—

2 3

Alous

Shaktodyuktapravrttashcha kartd trividha ishyate
Sakteh pravrittibhedena bhedastasyopacharatah, .
When the Almighty Shiva remains in a static condition without any manifesta-
~ tion whatsoever He is regarded as Shanta or in Niskala ( transcendent ) attitude,
*“When He is in a creative aspect but has not actually evolved, He is
,:’Hiu a state of Sakalaniskala which is called Sadashiva. When He actually
!'-;'?begins to create, He assumes a grosser aspect, This immanent aspect of
~ the Shiva is called Ishvara. He has been clearly described in the
i ]ffellowing verse —;

TN
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Proktah sa nishkalah sthilastatha sakalanishkalah
Ishah Sadishivah Shanta it namni Sthitistviha
Ichchhanugraha kartrtvallayabhogadhikaravan
Trividhah krityabhedena Kathito namabhedatah,
According to this doctrine there is

an Evolution of Jidna ( Consciousness )
prior to Creation. The first stage of this emanation is called Avabodha, which
is of two kinds 27z Samaviayavarti and Parigrahavarti, Samavdyavarti is also of
two different grades v/, Bodhartipa and Kriyaripa. The Kriyiripa ( Active
aspect ) has also two distinct divisions g7, Anugraharipa and Tirodhanaripa.
The different sub=divisions are indicated in the following table :—

Avabodha
|
r 0
Samaviyavarti Parigrahavarti
l

| |
Bodha Kriya

|
l I

Anugraha Tirodhzna

This supreme knowledge of the self ( Avabodha ) is revealed through five
faces of Sadashiva situated in five different directions v, Urdba ( upward ),
Pirva ( forward ), Dakshina ( right ), Uttara ( left ) and Paschima ( backward )

Sristikale Maheshinah purusharthaprasiddhaye
vidhatte vimalam jianam panchasrotobhilakshtam,

The Agama Shastras were with Him ( Shiva ) as Nada ( Cosmic Sound ). They
were revealed to the created beings by Sadashiva through His five faces
and as such, consist of six different grades including the Nida State,

The word Shastra has been defined as follows :—

* Shuddhatmanam hitam Shastram trayate yad bhavirnavat
Tachchhdsanaparitranach chhastramityabhidhiyate,

The Shastras are all-pure in nature and sure to purify their followers by

dispelling all fear, doubt, suspicion and want of restraint both physical and
mental. They accordingly lay down certain practices and injunctions, which

when followed with sincerity, earnestness and firm determination are sure
to lead a devotee to his desired goal,

The Supreme Self ( Shiva) is the efficient cause of this universe. He
becomes as Shakti the universe. This emanation is like a shining forth
without any change. He remains the Supreme as before and yet appears
as different in effect, He always transcends the universe,

This efficiency is manifested through His five Divine functions i—(1) Janma

( Creation ), (2) Sthiti ( Sustenance ), (3) Dhvangsa ( Dissolution ),
(4) Tirodhana ( Playful Obscuration ), and (5) Anugraha ( Gracious Revelation ),
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appearing to be impure, though absolute in essence, Sakala ( fettered with Kald
ete. ) and Amala ( pure ). The last stage can only be achieved as a result of -
initiation and practical lessons received from the Guru ( Preceptor ). It ulti-
mately leads a Jiva to Liberation when it becomes Shiva as it were, The know-
ledge of Jiva, who is essentially Shiva himself, had been blurred and shrouded
with five Kafichukas ( sheaths ) through which Miya was operating. Suddha
vidya, revealed through proper initiation from a competent Guru, removes those
veils. All the impurities in the creature ( Pashu) fall off and it becomes
one with the Lord of Pashus ( Shiva, the Pashupati ). He thus altains the
highest goal of life 7e. the knowledge of his own real nature, It is just
like one regaining his consciousness.
The text goes on to say—
Vivekino viraktasya jijnasa chopajayale.
Jijndsopeta chaitanyam Pashung sansirasagarat.
Jighriksaya yunaktena yuktam prerayati prabhuh.
This quest for the Real becomes keen when the phenowenal world
of expcrience appears to a Jiva to be transient and full of unhappiness,
miseries and incongruities,

The Allmerciful Parama Shiva grants this dawning of discriminative know-
ledge to the embodied soul through His Anugraha Shakti and inspires an efficient
and competent Sddhaka ( devotee ) to be gracious to this creature as a preceptor
and to unfold to him the true nature of the self as well as the universe.

“Sa deshikamanupripya Dikshd vicchhinna bandhanah
Prayati shivasayujyang nirmalo nirupaplavah,”’

The Jiva, into whom the Gracious Shiva instills the Shakti ( Shaktipata )
to feel an urge to meet and surrender itsclf to the mercy of a powerful Gury,
versed in the true and perfect knowledge of Self and skilled in the practices
leading to its attainment, becomes free of all kinds of impurities ( Mala )
and shines in his pristine glory as Shiva himself.

“Gururjathagratah Shisyam suptan dandena bodhayet,
Shivopi mohanidrayam suptangscchaklyd prabodhayet.”

Shiva awakens the Jiva from the sleep of nescience by inspiring it through
His Anugraha Shakti, just as a preceplor rouses, by a stick, a disciple found
asleep neglecting his daily duties.

“Adatirang yadatmdnam pashyati jiiava chakshutd
Tadi bhavati shntdtma sarvvato vigatasprihah.”

Through the Divine eyes of knowledge, the Jiva realises its all pervading
nature, beyond the physical limitations and the material body and casts
away the sheaths of Miya and desire which gradually helps it to be composed,
tranquil and serene and to stick to its true nature.

“Anena kramayogena pariin kevalalim gatah
Anddyasuddhi Sanyalvad prapnoti na blm\“um.ua.m.”
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By going through the various stages of yoga described in the text,
the Sadhaka ( devotee) discards all kinds of dualistic experiences and
ultimately attains the state of the Absolute Self. The five sheaths of
Niyati, Kila, Kali, Raiga and Avidya lose their hold on it and can no
further effect any illusion causing miseries and eycles of life and death,
Such a Jiva will never be borm again, being freed from all Sangskaras
{ inborn tendencies ). i

“Pashubhavad yadatitya Patibhavena tisthati
Tat tasya gamanam nima sarvajie gamanam kutal.”

The Jiva, who in its true nature, was nothing but Shiva, though not
conscious of it, now discovers that truth revealed through the grace of the
All-merciful Guru, who is also none but the Lord of the Universc.

“Bhagne ghate yatha dipah sarvvatah samprakishate
Dehapite tathd chiatmi bhati sarvvatra sarvvada,”

The material body of a Jivanmukta Purusha continues till its
prirabdba karma is fully exhausted. When however it quits the body, the
eternal Soul, so long encased in it, shines forth in its perfect radiance
and glory and ultimately unites with the Eternal, All-good and All-blissful
Supreme Self, the Shiva ( The Lord of the Universe ). This can be compared
with a flame obstructed by the body of a vessel in which it was placed,
shining in its natural brilliance after the vessel is broken to pieces.

The Moksha ( Liberation ) is the state in which there is an eternal rest
from worldly sufferings which desire brings upon men. The individualised
self ( Jivitwd ) merges in the transcendent spirit, the Supreme Consciousness
leading to a state of eternal bliss beyond the worlds of changing forms,
This cannot be gained by mere philosophical speculation. Al that will count
is what we are, and how to realise the fundamental truths as embodied
in the Mahavikyas ( grand sayings ) of the Vedas—

Mahavikyas :—
(1) Prajnanamanandang Bramha. ( Perfect knowledge and
Bliss is the Brahman, )

(2) Ahang Bramhasmi, (I am none but the Supreme Brahman )

(33 Tattvamasi. ( That thou art. )

(4) Ayamatma Brahma, ( This self is surely none but the Brahnan

itself ),

The Divinisation of the embodied Soul ( Jiva) sets in with the above
supreme knowledge ( Parijninam ) as a result of proper initiation from a
competent Guru according to the Agama Shastras. This has been dealt with
in this treatisc in a masterly way. The readers are sure to derive much
benefit in going through it

Om. Tat. Sat.
Kalikashram, Belur ]
. Surl BHAIRABANANDA,
May 19, 1943. J
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